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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
AL 2290: Academic English is communicative, multi-skills course, designed to improve your 
academic and general English skills. Instruction focuses on developing listening, speaking, 
reading, writing, vocabulary, and critical thinking skills. Through a variety of activities, we will: 

• Read and analyze a book of approximately 250 pages, along with supplemental readings 
• Make connections between the reading themes and self/society 

• Participate in listening activities and discussions about the content 
• Write answers to different types of questions (e.g., true/false, short answer) 
• Use the writing process (pre-write, draft, share your writing with others, revise, edit) to 

compose short essays 
• Practice academic writing skills in summarizing, paraphrasing, and citing 
• Develop writing fluency and critical thinking through in-class journaling and discussion 

• Use general and academic vocabulary and structures in writing and speaking 
• Use online corpus tools to study the authentic use of language 
• Prepare and give a final oral presentation, including designing a poster 

 
GRADING 
Your course grade will be computed as follows: 

 
 

Letter grades for this course have the following meanings: 
A+ 97-100 A 93-96 A- 90-92 
B+ 87-89 B 83-86 B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79 C 73-76 C- 70-72 
D 60-69 F below 60   

 
ACTIVITIES 
We will interact with each through activities, such as book club discussions, presentations, 
listening to portions of the book on tape, acting out scenes from the book, written 
reflections and journal entries, identification/ short answer/short essay writing, academic 
and general vocabulary activities, reading activities (e.g., identify and summarize main 
ideas, make inferences and predictions about characters), quizzes about the content and 
vocabulary of the book, and visits to local exhibits, such as Atlanta’s Center for Civil & 
Human Rights Museum and Martin Luther King Center. 
 
 
ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION 
Attendance is essential for success, and active participation is required. You will be asked 
to participate actively in pair and group activities. Be willing to work and communicate 
with classmates with potentially different cultures, language backgrounds, and language 

Class activities, quizzes, and daily assignments ............... 80% 
Final oral presentation & poster ............................................. 20% 



proficiencies. If you are unable to attend class or complete the daily coursework, please 
talk with the instructor as soon as possible. The Office of International Initiatives will be 
notified of any absences. 
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY & PLEGARISM 
You must submit your own work and conduct yourself in an honest manner. One aspect of 
academic honesty is plagiarism. Plagiarism can include one or more of the following 
situations: 
• Copying information from another student’s work or from other materials and 

submitting that work as your own. 
• Using other people’s ideas, words, or data without properly documenting or 

acknowledging the source. 
• Submitting the same work for more than one course. 
• Overusing sources without incorporating your own ideas. 

 

 

1 / This syllabus is a guide. Changes can be made by the instructor. 


