
Summary
The Global Scholar Distinction Program is a model of inclusive global education for 
students from all backgrounds and all bachelor-degree programs at Georgia State 
University. Through advanced 3000- and 4000-level coursework that includes global 
and intercultural content, students develop a basic understanding of international 
affairs, an appreciation for other cultures and perspectives, and an awareness of the 
linkages between and among countries and people around the world. Through this 
innovative program, students begin to see themselves as global citizens and are better 
prepared to collaborate with diverse, global teams and work in global contexts, whether 
in the U.S. or abroad. 618 Panthers have received the Global Scholar Distinction since 
the Fall of 2018. The number of graduates who earned the distinction rose by 11% over 
the last year. The Global Scholar Distinction Program began awarding digital badges in 
the Spring of 2020. Since then, 482 Panthers have earned digital badges that symbolize 
their achievement and provide authentication to future employers. Students have 
reported that the Global Scholar Distinction badge is a way to highlight their global 
competence during interviews for jobs and internships.  
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Global Scholars by College
618 Global Scholars have graduated from seven colleges since Fall 2018. Notably, the number 
of Global Scholar Distinction recipients across colleges increased by 11% between AY20-21 
and AY21-22. The number of Global Scholars who graduated from the J. Mack Robinson 
College of Business increased by 42% in the last academic year. 

Global Scholars by College since Fall 2018

Arts (AR)
Arts And Sciences (AS)
Business (BU)
Educ & Human Dev (EH)
Nursing and HP (NS)
Policy Studies (PS)
School of Public Health (SH)
University Wide (UN)

COLLEGE  AY20-21 AY21-22 % change

Total since 

FA2018

Arts (AR) 8 7 -13% 20

Arts And Sciences (AS) 136 153 13% 464

Business (BU) 12 17 42% 52

Educ. & Human Dev (EH) 1 3 200% 8

Nursing and HP (NS) 0 0 0% 1

Policy Studies (PS) 14 13 -7% 60

School of Public Health (SH) 2 1 -50% 7

University Wide (UN) 3 2 -33% 6

Total 176 196 11% 618
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Global Scholars by Major
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Global Scholar Candidates across Colleges
The chart and table below show the number of Global Scholar Candidates who were enrolled 
in Global Scholar courses during Spring 2022 or who had previously completed one or more 
Global Scholar courses. Global Scholar Candidates are counted before graduation and include 
students with all GPAs. Among the Global Scholar Candidates, only students who complete 5 
Global Scholar courses with a grade of "B" or better and who maintain an institutional GPA of 
3.0 or higher receive the Global Scholar Distinction upon graduation.
 
The number of Global Scholar candidates each semester may reflect larger enrollment trends 
and may be affected by the number of Global Scholar Courses offered in a college in a given 
semester.
 
It is promising that over 9,500 students have taken at least one 3000-4000 level Global Scholar 
Course. A goal of the Global Scholar Distinction Program program in coming years is to 
increase the number and percentage of Global Scholar Candidates who complete 2 or more 
Global Scholar courses.
  

Global Scholar Candidates Spring 2022

1 course: 73.1 %

2 courses: 17.5 %
3 courses: 5.0 %
4 courses: 2.1 %

5 courses: 2.3 %
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
The Global Scholar Distinction Program aims to reduce barriers to global education so that 
students of all backgrounds and experiences can gain global and intercultural perspectives 
that enhance their ability to thrive in global environments and diverse contexts. The Global 
Scholar Distinction Program is open to students in all bachelor-degree programs at Georgia 
State University. There are no applications, forms, costs, or fees to become a Global Scholar. 
Students automatically become Global Scholar Candidates as soon as they take one Global 
Scholar course. Because there are no administrative or financial barriers to becoming a Global 
Scholar Candidate, the Global Scholar Distinction Program is accessible to all bachelor-degree 
seeking students and serves a diverse population of students.
 
 
 Self-Reported Race of Global Scholar Candidates AY21-22

White: 33.0 %

Black: 37.0 %

Asian: 20.0 %

Am Ind/AA Natv: 1.0 %

Not Reported: 2.0 %

2+ Races: 7.0 %

Self-Reported Ethnicity of Global Scholar Candidates AY21-22

Hispanic: 14.1 %

Non-Hispanic: 84.8 %

Not Reported: 1.0 %
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Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
While the population of Global Scholar Candidates approximates the diverse student body at 
Georgia State University, work remains to be done to ensure that an equally representative 
number of students complete the program and earn the Global Scholar Distinction upon 
graduation. The Global Scholar Distinction Program is committed to investigating differences 
in representation by analyzing trends within colleges and across major types and by 
researching other factors that may affect students' ability and/or decision to earn the Global 
Scholar Distinction. Ultimately, the goal is to increase the number of graduating Global 
Scholars who come from underrepresented student populations and from all bachelor-degree 
programs.
 
 
 
 

6



Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
In AY21-22, 69.9% of all graduated Global Scholars were female, and 30.1% were male. Self-
reported race/ethnicity varied by gender, as shown below. 

Female Global Scholars by Self-Reported Race/Ethnicity

42

28

9

10

11

White Black Asian Not Reported 2 or More Races

Male Global Scholars by Self-Reported Race/Ethnicity

59 20

12

3
5

White Black Asian Not Reported 2 or More Races

Female: 69.9% Male: 30.1%
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Professional Development for Students
The Global Scholar Distinction Program offers incentives for students who are taking or have 
taken their third, fourth, or fifth Global Scholar Course. These students are invited to one 
professional development event each fall and spring semester. Events showcase strategies 
that Global Scholars can use as they explore their career options, as they conduct job 
searches, and as they prepare for interviews and future careers. Events feature expert 
speakers and/or Global Scholar alumni who answer student questions during the Q&A. Events 
are recorded and shared on YouTube where all students can access them. Events from Spring 
2021, Fall 2021, and Spring 2022 are shown below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5XAQIYmlpI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RtJe9laNB-o

https://youtu.be/WO5mDbzyW7U
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Digital Badges
When students complete 5 Global Scholar Courses with a grade of “B” or better and graduate 
with an institutional GPA of 3.0 or higher, they automatically receive a congratulatory email 
from the Office of International Initiatives and the Atlanta Global Studies Center shortly after 
graduation with instructions for downloading their Global Scholar digital badge from Badgr. 
Students can list the Global Scholar Distinction to their resume and add the badge to their 
professional profile on LinkedIn or other social media.
 
Students can watch a video to learn how to find and display their digital badge: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D86VXhyk5k8 

Student Name, sname@student.gsu.edu

GSU alumni who have earned the Global Scholar Distinction report that the distinction and the 
digital badge have benefited them in numerous ways. Watch Global Scholar testimonials here: 
https://youtu.be/8a6I9DKGd5o 
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Global Scholar Courses
One of the ways that departments and colleges can help their students earn the Global Scholar Distinction is to 
offer a variety of Global Scholar courses each semester. 309 Global Scholar Courses were offered in 7 colleges 
from Fall 2021 to Summer 2022.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finding Global Scholar Courses in PAWS
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In general, 3000-4000 level 
courses that include content on 
global topics or topics pertaining 
to countries and cultures outside 
the U.S. should have the Global 
Scholars Course attribute, or tag. 
When searching the schedule of 
classes in PAWS or GoSolar, 
students select "bachelors" from 
the degree drop-down menu and 
scroll down to the option "course 
type." They select "Global Scholar" 
from the list of choices. Then after 
clicking "search," they will see all 
available Global Scholar courses. 
The screen shot on the left and a 
short video can help students and 
faculty learn how to find Global 
Scholar Courses: 
https://youtu.be/LZ5vKjjkHKo

A complete list of Global Scholars Courses that have been offered since Fall 2021 can be viewed by clicking 
this link.
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Global Scholar Courses
How to Add the Global Scholar Designation to Courses
 
Global Scholar courses add value to any curriculum and raise the profile of any degree 
program by integrating international perspectives and by helping students prepare for 21st 
century careers which require the ability to work in diverse global contexts.
 
3000-4000 level courses that include content on global topics or topics pertaining to countries 
and cultures outside the U.S. are eligible for the Global Scholars Course Designation (also 
called a course attribute or tag). When “global,” “international,” a non-U.S. country name (e.g. 
China), a name of a language or culture (e.g. French), or a region name (e.g. Africa) appears in 
the course title, course description, or learning outcomes, the course is eligible for the Global 
Scholars Course Designation.
 
Over 400 Global Scholar Courses can be found in bachelor-degree programs within 7 colleges 
and schools at GSU. All foreign language and study abroad courses at the 3000-4000 level are 
eligible for the Global Scholar Designation. Global Scholar Courses may be offered as part of a 
student's major or minor, or from other disciplines across the university as electives. The 
intent of the Global Scholar Distinction Program is for students to earn this distinction within 
the bounds of their current undergraduate program. Students are not encouraged to take 
additional classes beyond those in their major, elective area, or minor (if applicable) in pursuit 
of this distinction. 
 
Faculty may request the Global Scholar Course Designation for new or existing courses. All 
requests must be approved by the dean of the respective college before being submitted to 
the University Senate Committee on Academic Programs (CAP) in early October for inclusion 
in the next academic year's undergraduate catalog . 
 
When submitting a new course proposal for approval, faculty may include the Global Scholar 
Course Designation in the initial request.
 
The webpages below provide instructions for adding the Global Scholar Designation to an 
existing course.

Guidelines from the University Senate
Instructions for proposals in the College of Arts and Sciences
Instructions for proposals in the College of Education and Human Development

Proposals to modify an existing course by adding the Global Scholar Designation may require 
justification for the change. It can be as simple as "DEPARTMENT NAME would like to add the 
Global Scholar Course Designation to COURSE NAME/NUMBER because the course covers 
global topics on X, Y, and Z, and includes global and intercultural fluency skills A, B, and C in its 
learning outcomes." 
 
To request an audit of Global Scholar courses in your college or department or to create a 
menu of Global Scholar courses for students, please contact GSD@gsu.edu.
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Global Scholar Courses
Examples of Global Scholar Courses from the 2021-22 Undergraduate Catalog
 
AH 4030 Contemporary African Art: Arts and artists of Africa during the colonial and post-colonial eras. Social, 
political, economic, and cultural frameworks explore shifting notions of tradition, authenticity, and identity as 
they relate to art, artists, and audiences. Global Perspectives Course.*
 
BUSA 3000 Globalization and Business Practice: This course examines worldwide integration of economic, 
political, technological, cultural, and social facets to explore the impact of globalization on organizations and 
individuals worldwide. Students develop an understanding of the macro environment of the global 
marketplace. They learn how to incorporate their knowledge of global markets through the simultaneous 
consideration of all business functions. Methodologies of country market assessment are utilized applying 
critical thinking through writing. The course is the required first CTW course for all majors in the Robinson 
College of Business. Global Perspectives Course.*
 
CNHP 3000 Communication/Cultural Diversity: The purpose of this course is to increase awareness of diverse 
cultures in the framework of intercultural communication skills. Students will enhance their knowledge of 
culture and assess its impact on intercultural communication. Topics related to culture and communication 
will be explored from a global perspective with a focus on cultural competency and service delivery to diverse 
groups. Global Perspectives Course.*
 
ECE 3255 Culture, Equity, and Responsive Pedagogy: The purpose of this course is to introduce future 
educators to practices and understandings needed to provide an effective learning environment for culturally 
and linguistically diverse student populations. Using a critical lens to develop consciousness around power, 
privilege, and perspective, course participants will explore foundational equity issues related to culture, 
language, ethnicity, religion, gender, sexual orientation, exceptionality, and socioeconomics. Course 
participants will examine their own identities, experiences, and biases as they study the influence of the social, 
cultural, political, and historical context of teaching and learning. This course aims to highlight the potentially 
powerful role of educators as transformative, culturally responsive, social justice educators.
 
ECON 4810 International Finance: A study of the foreign exchange market, the balance of payments, 
exchange-rate systems with particular emphasis on the current international monetary system, the 
international macroeconomic model, and policies for internal and external balance. Global Perspectives 
Course.*
 
HIST 3650 Africa and the World: This interdisciplinary course explores the long and extensive international 
history of Africa, focusing on its relations with other civilizations and regions of the world, from medieval 
times to the present. The weekly inter-related and inter-woven topics will include Medieval African Kingdoms 
and the Trans-Saharan Trade; the Indian Ocean Trade; European colonialism; Africa, the World Wars and the 
Cold War; African relations with the US, Western Europe and the former USSR; China and India in Africa; the 
UN and other global IGOs/NGOs in Africa; Africa and the global economy; globalization and Africa; and Africa 
and the African Diaspora in the Americas. Global Scholars course.*
 
PHPH 3035 Introduction to Maternal and Child Health: The goal of this course is to provide undergraduate 
level students with an overview of the biological, social and environmental determinants that relate to maternal 
and children’s health. A broad range of topics will be introduced to provide students with knowledge about the 
domestic and global challenges that affect women, infants, children and families. In addition to covering a 
wide array of biological determinants of health, the course will also cover social and environmental factors 
that impact the area of maternal and child health.
 
*Any "Global Scholars Course" or "Global Perspectives Course" meets the criteria for the Global Scholar 
Distinction. 
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Global Scholar Distinction Program Resources

Global Scholar Program Webpage: https://international.gsu.edu/global-scholar-
distinction/

Students who enroll in any Global Scholar Course will also automatically be enrolled in 
a non-required, non-credit Global Scholar Course in iCollege. Students will see the 
course listed on their iCollege menu and can open it to find program information, see 
program announcements, and learn about upcoming events. When registration opens 
for the next semester, they will receive information about upcoming Global Scholar 
Courses. 

The Global Scholar Distinction Program is coordinated by GSU's Office of International 
Initiatives and the Atlanta Global Studies Center, a U.S. Department of Education Title 
VI National Resource Center. For more information about the Atlanta Global Studies 
Center, please visit https://atlantaglobalstudies.gatech.edu/

Questions about the Global Scholar Distinction Program can be sent to gsd@gsu.edu.
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